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tised by the Jacobites; and is not forbidden to the Maron-
ites, who once uniformly practiced it. With the Greeks
the infant is passed three times rapidly through the water,
first in the name of the Father, then in the name of the Son,
and lastly in the name of the Holy Spirit. When I saw the
rite performed, the priest first straightened the arms of the
Infant, clutched it firmly with one hand, and kept the mouth
and nostrils closed with the fingers of the other, so as to
prevent choking during the process of immersion. With
the Maronites, the baptism is performed by pouring a hand-
ful of water on. the child's head three times, once for each
person of the Trinity. In the Jacobite Church immersion
may be complete, as with the Greeks, or partial, by dipping
the child up to its neck three times in the font (so Parry).
In some cases the child is held erect in the font, with the
water up to its neck, while the priest pours three handfuls
of water on its head.
After a Greek baptism the priest dries the child with a
towel and clothes it in a white robe, cap, and girdle, offering
an appropriate prayer. He then proceeds with the second
sacrament of confirmation, anointing the child on the fore-
head, eyes, nose, mouth, ears, breast, hands, and feet with
the holy chrism, or melrun, consecrated by a patriarch1 and
twelve bishops. Though performed by a priest, confirma-
tion, with the Greeks, as truly as with the Latins, is a purely
episcopal function, the priest acting merely as representa-
tive of the bishop. The mcirun, so a learned Greek prel-
ate explained to me, symbolizes the episcopal laying on
of hands. In the Jacobite Church the rite of the chrism
may precede the dressing of the child, in cases where the
chrismatic oil is smeared over the whole body, a practice
common but not universal.3 Sometimes the little baptismal
suit of clothes is owned by the church. This must be re-
turned after the "ghusl," performed by the priest the same
* See p. 162.
2 In Mosul the priest touches the different parts of the ehild'H body
with his thumb, which luis been smeared with the meirun, then pours
the rest in the palm of his own hand, with which he scours the child's
head.

